
MINUTES of the COUNCIL MEETING of the 
CANADIAN SOCIETY OF OTOLARYNGOLOGY-HEAD AND NECK SURGERY  
held on SATURDAY, JUNE 10, 2016 at the DELTA HOTEL, CHARLOTTETOWN, PE 
 
The council meeting was brought to order at 07:30, by the President, Dr. Peter Spafford.     
  
THOSE IN ATTENDANCE  
Dr. P. Spafford (President)  Dr. M. Brandt    Dr. A. Campos Dr. M. Corsten  Dr. H. El-Hakim   
Dr. S. Daniel (via teleconference)  Dr. R. Hart      Dr. J. Jones   Dr. J. Lea            Dr. V. Lin  
Dr. A. Sharma      Dr. M. Samaha     Dr. M. Taylor   Dr. G. Thompson        Dr. T. Uwiera  
Dr. E. Wright            Dr. A. Zeitouni   
 
BY INVITATION    
Dr. M. Bance         Dr. K. Fung      Dr. E. Graham   Dr. F. Kozak                Dr. D, O’Connell                    
Dr. G. Osler         Dr. B. Rotenberg  Dr. H. Seikaly              Dr. B. Westerberg       Dr. J. Yoo            
D. Humphrey (National Office)         
  

Dr. Spafford welcomed everyone to the 70th Annual Meeting in Charlottetown, PEI.  He asked that the individuals 
around the table introduce themselves.    
  
1.  MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETINGS   
 

Dr. Spafford presented minutes of the last meetings for acceptance.  He asked if there were any issues or 
corrections.  None were noted.      
 

MOTION #1   
It was moved by Dr. Uwiera and seconded by Dr. Rotenberg  
THAT THE MINUTES OF THE COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON JUNE 6, 2015 IN WINNIPEG BE ACCEPTED. 
CARRIED  

  
MOTION #2  
It was moved by Dr. Lin and seconded by Dr. Brandt  
THAT THE MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL BUSINESS MEETING HELD ON JUNE 9, 2015 IN WINNIPEG BE 
ACCEPTED.     CARRIED  

  
MOTION #3   
It was moved by Dr. Brandt and seconded by Dr. Wright 
THAT THE MINUTES OF THE INTERIM COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON NOVEMBER 22, 2015 IN TORONTO 
BE ACCEPTED. CARRIED  

  
2.  BUSINESS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES    

Dr. Spafford reported that all business arising from the last minutes would be dealt with at the appropriate time on 
the agenda.   
  
3.  REPORT OF THE PRESIDENT    

Dr. Spafford noted that his report had been attached to the agenda.  He stated that it had been a great honour and 
privilege to have served on council for many years and to be the first President from Saskatchewan. He talked about the 
success of the Winnipeg annual meeting, thanking Drs. Osler and Kerr for all their hard work as the meeting’s local 
arrangements co-chairs.    He noted that the theme for this year’s meeting in Charlottetown was “Patient First Collaborative 
Care – The Role of the General Otolaryngologist-Head and Neck Surgery”.  He gave some background information as to 
why he chose this topic.   Dr. Spafford talked briefly about the evolution of the Society over the years and his concerns 
about the fragmentation of the specialty into sub-specialty groups.  He stated that he felt strongly about the importance of 
remaining a unified specialty representing the whole country and the avoidance of fragmentation. Dr. Spafford also reported 
on the Society’s bid to host the 2021 IFOS World Congress and concluded by thanking everyone for their hard work on 
behalf of the CSO and for allowing him to be President.  He mentioned that the meeting next year would in Saskatoon, 
Saskatchewan.  
  

MOTION #4  
It was moved by Dr. Samaha and seconded by Dr. Kozak  
THAT THE REPORT OF THE PRESIDENT BE ACCEPTED.      CARRIED  

  
  



 
4.  REPORT OF THE PAST PRESIDENT    

Dr. Corsten stated that he did not have a written report.  He expressed his gratitude to the Society for allowing him 
to serve on council for many years.  Council members thanked Dr. Corsten for his excellent service to the CSO.  
  
5.  REPORT OF THE SECRETARY  

Dr. Uwiera talked about future annual meetings: 2017 – Saskatoon, 2018 – Quebec City, 2019 – Edmonton.  She 
reported that tentatively, Halifax was being considered for 2020, Kelowna for 2021 and Montreal for 2022.  She noted that 
with respect to Kelowna in 2021, the meeting would move to Vancouver should the Society be successful in winning the 
IFOS world congress bid.  A location was considered for the 2023 conference.  Dr. Spafford stated that loosely the meetings 
move from east to west, with smaller centres included in the choices.  Possible future locations were considered.  Dr. Uwiera 
read the list of past locations from 2008 onward.   There was a discussion about how best to get more Quebecers involved 
with the Society.  It was noted that the Society had tried, on a number of occasions, to reach out to their Quebec colleagues 
without much success.  It was noted that the Quebec provincial association was very strong.  Dr. Samaha, one of the 
Quebec representatives on council, spoke to the matter.  He stated that there had been some change in that the younger 
people appeared to be more willing to become involved with the national association. Dr. Spafford stated that it was 
important to have some Francophone presence on council.  Dr. Wright noted that Dr. Sophie Lachance from Laval would 
be the local arrangements chair for the Quebec AGM in 2018.  He stated that this would be a good opportunity for 
collaboration.  The possibility of holding a few workshops in French was considered.  It was agreed that the option would 
only be a good one if there was an audience for it.  It was recommended that it be tried in Quebec City as a test to see what 
kind of response they would get.   The discussion about future locations for annual meetings was continued.  It was 
suggested that because they had been to Halifax in 2009 the location for 2020 be changed to a different location.  It was 
agreed to take a look at Fredericton, NB for 2020 and to move the 2021 meeting to Victoria should the Society not get the 
IFOS congress.    There was a brief discussion about the annual meeting being held in the beginning part of June.  It was 
agreed that depending on the location (weather) May should still be an option.    
  

MOTION #5  
It was moved by Dr. Corsten, seconded by Dr. Thompson  
THAT THE 2020 ANNUAL MEETING BE HELD IN FREDERICTON INSTEAD OF HALIFAX.     CARRIED  

  
MOTION #6  
It was moved by Dr. Jones, seconded by Dr. Uwiera  
THAT THE 2021 ANNUAL MEETING BE HELD IN VICTORIA INSTEAD OF KELOWNA SHOULD THE 
SOCIETY NOT WIN THE IFOS WORLD CONGRESS BID.          CARRIED  

  
MOTION #7  
It was moved by Dr. Taylor, seconded by Dr. Uwiera  
THAT THE 2023 ANNUAL MEETING BE HELD IN HALIFAX.     CARRIED  

  
Dr. Uwiera reviewed the membership statistics.  She spoke about those who had been removed from the active 

membership roster.  She noted that only two or three of the individuals had requested that their membership be cancelled.  
The remaining individuals were removed for non-payment of dues.  Dr. Uwiera stated that if anyone knew anyone on the 
list, to please reach out to them and find out why they no longer wished to be part of the Society.    It was noted that the 
provincial reps had been tasked with trying to track down those individuals in their provinces.  A discussion followed.  Dr. 
Spafford stated that he was interested in why certain individuals chose not to be members.  It was suggested that the 
graduates, in particular, be targeted.  Ideas that would give more value to membership were considered, including offering 
more CPD opportunities to the active members, holding workshops at the annual meeting for those just entering practice 
and extending the 1st year in practice fee for 3 years instead of 1 year.  Dr. Spafford asked the provincial reps to find one 
person in their province who was not a CSOHNS member, ask them why and forward the information to Dr. Uwiera for next 
year’s council meeting.    
  

MOTION #8  
It was moved by Dr. Samaha, seconded by Dr. Lin  
THAT THE REPORT OF THE SECRETARY BE ACCEPTED.  CARRIED  

  
5.  REPORT OF THE TREASURER  

Daniel gave his report via conference call.  He welcomed Dr. John Yoo to the position of Treasurer.  He reviewed 
the 2015 financial statement, noting that it had been circulated with the agenda.   He stated that the Society remained in 
good financial shape and that the annual meeting continued to be the major revenue generator for the CSO.  Dr. Daniel 
went through the general operations figures.   There was a brief discussion about the cost of the LearnENT app.  It was 
noted that the Society had paid to date, approximately $20,000 of the $30,000 committed.  Dr. Yoo asked about the GST 
refundable line in the financial statements and why it was zero for 2015.  It was noted that the accountant would be contacted 



for an explanation.  Dr. Westerberg asked that the Society contribute to the Fund.  It was noted that this decision was usually 
made at interim council in November once the income/expenses from the last AGM had been calculated.  Dr. Westerberg 
stated that he hoped that this could be done on an annual basis.   Dr. Spafford asked Dr. Daniel whether the Winnipeg AGM 
had made a profit and if so was it greater or smaller then that made when the meeting was held at a larger venue like Ottawa 
or Toronto.  The figures from past annual meetings were reviewed.   There was a discussion about how sponsorship was 
solicited.  Dr. Spafford reviewed the levels of support - platinum, gold and silver.  He stated that they had been very fortunate 
with respect to the Charlottetown meeting in that they had attracted 6 platinum, 2 gold and 6 silver sponsors.  He mentioned 
who those companies were and encouraged council members to visit them at their booths and thank them for their 
contributions.  It was noted that thank-you letters were regularly sent to all the sponsors and exhibitors.  It was mentioned 
that a corporate liaison position had been put in place about 10 years ago but that it had somehow been dropped.  Currently, 
the President of the Society and President of the Fund participated in the company tour once a year at the time of the interim 
council meeting in November.  There was a discussion about the “ear companies” and how they could be encourage to 
become platinum sponsors.  It was agreed that this would be difficult in that they promoted their products in a different 
manner.  Dr. Spafford emphasized the need to stay current with the companies and their products.   There was a discussion 
about the position of corporate liaison in the Society.  It was suggested that this position’s responsibilities be added to the 
job description of  the Immediate Past President, the Secretary or Treasurer.  Dr. Westerberg thanked Dr. Spafford for the 
excellent job he had done with respect to the companies and asked him if he wished to continue in the role of corporate 
liaison, even if it was on an informal basis.   It was noted that there were 2 committees that the President automatically was 
assigned, Public Relations and Policy Action.  The job of corporate liaison might be a good fit if these committees were 
amalgamated into a new committee called “Business Relations”.   Dr. Spafford agreed to be this committee first chair.  
  

MOTION #9  
It was moved by Dr. Daniel, seconded by Dr. Uwiera  
THAT THE PUBLIC RELATIONS AND POLICY ACTION COMMITTEES BE AMALGAMATED INTO THE 
BUSINESS RELATIONS COMMITTEE AND INCLUDE THE JOB OF CORPORATE LIAISON.  THIS WOULD 
BE A 4-YEAR APPOINTMENT.   CARRIED  

  
MOTION #10  
It was moved by Dr. Jones, seconded by Dr. Uwiera  
THAT THE REPORT OF THE TREASURER BE ACCEPTED.   CARRIED     
 
Dr. Spafford thanked Dr. Daniel for his work as Treasurer as well as for his years of service on council in various 

other roles.  Dr. Daniel thanked the Society for the opportunity to serve.  He thanked Donna for all her support over the 
years.    Dr. Daniel spoke briefly about the Society’s IFOS bid.  He stated that he had just returned from an international 
meeting and as the President of the International Francophone Society for Otolaryngology, he had promoted Canada’s bid.  
He reported that there appeared to be support for Vancouver and encouraged everyone who travelled abroad to continue 
to support the campaign.     
  
6.  REPORT OF THE Co-EDITORS FOR THE JOURNAL OF OtoHNS  
  
  Dr. Wright reviewed the Co-editor’s report that had been circulated with the council agenda.  He stated that the 
impact factor for the Journal was anticipated to increase to 1.309 which would mean that for first time in the Journal’s history 
it would exceed the 1.0 barrier.  He thanked the Society for supporting the Journal over the years.    Dr. Seikaly briefly spoke 
about the number of Canadians who had published in the Journal as well as the number of hits the Journal received over 
the past 12 months.  There was a discussion about the big jump in the Journal’s impact factor and what a great achievement 
this was. Drs. Wright and Seikaly were congratulated for their leadership and vision for the Journal.    Dr. Wright talked 
about a predatory publication that had a very similar name to the Journal’s.  He stated that he had checked with a lawyer 
and was told that there was nothing practical that could be done about this.  He asked that an e-blast be sent to the 
membership to warn them of this publication.  This would act as a reminder that the CSO Journal never solicited submissions 
and that the safest way to access the Journal was through the Society’s site.  Hopefully this would eliminate any confusion.  
A brief discussion followed.    
   

MOTION #11   
It was moved by Dr. Samaha, seconded by Dr. Brandt   
THAT THE REPORT OF THE COEDITORS BE ACCEPTED.       CARRIED    

  
7.    REPORTS OF STANDING AND SPECIAL COMMITTEES  
7a.  COHNS Fund   

Dr. Westerberg stated that there was a balance of just over $1 million in the Fund’s investments/account.  He 
reviewed the Fund’s upcoming expenses for the year including $30,000 to support the LearnENT app and $25,000 each for 
2 fellowship grants.  He stated that he felt that in the foreseeable future, the Fund would be able to provide 2 fellowship 



grants per year.  At the last Fund meeting, there had been some discussion about a potential donor who wished to set up 
a named scholarship fund.  He noted that the details were currently being sorted out.  

Dr. Westerberg reported that the majority of the time at the last meeting had been spent on debating the mission & 
vision statements for the Fund.  He stated that he would like a cleaner, more concise outline as to where the Fund was 
going.  He noted that the biggest question was how best to manage the $1.1 million.  Currently, there appeared to be two 
different philosophies.  One was to keep growing the capital and use only the income it generated.  That would require 
substantial growth in capital to produce interest dollars of a worthwhile amount.  The other idea was to spend some of the 
principle on meaningful projects.  Dr. Westerberg stated that he had circulated a document suggesting that the Fund support 
things like research at academic centres across Canada and various global outreach activities.  He informed members that 
he had circulated this document to all the major donors of the Fund and ask them how they felt about the ideas. The general 
consensus was negative because it had been felt the new statements changed the emphasis of the Fund from Canadian to 
more international concerns.  Dr. Westerberg noted that this had not been his intention.  He informed council that he would 
work on rewriting the mission/vision statements and recirculate them.  A general discussion followed where it was suggested 
that as a safeguard, a ceiling on spending be put in place.  Anything beyond that limit would have to be discussed and 
approved by a committee.  Dr. Spafford described the relationship between the Fund and the Society.  He noted that the 
Fund relied on the Society for its most substantial donations. He reviewed the budget that had been circulated with the 
council agenda. Dr. Westerberg stated that he would like to have the freedom to support a major worthwhile project should 
there be such a request.  Consideration was also given to corporate sponsorship for the Fund - Ethicon (Johnson & Johnson) 
and Takeda.  Dr. Spafford stated that Takeda’s support might be pulled next year and Ethicon was currently undergoing 
some major organizational changes which might not bode well for future support.  He asked that the members around the 
table visit each of their booths and specifically thank them for their support of the fellowship program.  Dr. Taylor stated that 
Merck would be the company to go after should either of the current sponsor pull-out. A brief discussion followed.    
 

MOTION #12  
It was moved by Dr. Jones and seconded by Dr. Uwiera  
THAT THE REPORT OF THE COHNS FUND CHAIR BE ACCEPTED.   CARRIED    

 
7b.   Scientific Program  

Dr. Rotenberg presented his report to council.  He noted that this was his first annual scientific program and thanked 
Dr. Kozak for his mentorship. He stated that he felt the Charlottetown program was quite innovative and included some 
changes from previous years.  Dr. Rotenberg reported that on Saturday 3 pre-convention courses were scheduled - a safety 
simulation workshop, a session on new thyroid surgery guidelines and a hands-on coblation course.    He noted that this 
was the first annual meeting that would allow members to collect CPD credit hours in all three categories (sections 1, 2 and 
3).  He also noted that 2 debates had been introduced to the schedule on controversial topics.  He mentioned that there 
were 4 guest speakers, Drs. Dennis Poe, Claudio Vicini, Jan Tasman and Mark Urken and that the Poliquin competition 
was scheduled for Monday instead of Saturday.  He stated that he would have more information regarding feedback on the 
Charlottetown program available at interim council.  There was a discussion about e-posters versus hardcopy and whether 
the Society should move toward the electronic versions only.  The pros and cons of each were examined.  Dr. Westerberg 
suggested that they should think about a new way for people to present their posters.  It was noted that this type of 
presentation format was a particularly good way for medical students to display their work.  Dr. Rotenberg asked that if 
anyone had any innovative ideas with respect to posters to please contact him.    
 

MOTION #13  
It was moved by Dr. Wright, seconded by Dr. Kozak  
THAT THE REPORT OF THE SCIENTIFIC PROGRAM CHAIR BE ACCEPTED.  CARRIED  
 

7c.   Social Program    
Dr. Taylor stated that it was very special to him to have the annual meeting come to Charlottetown as he was from 

PEI.  He spoke about the events planned for the meeting noting the reception for the council dinner on Saturday would be 
at the Lieutenant Governor’s house hosted by his and her Honors, and the dinner would be at the Culinary Institute of PEI. 
The Welcoming Reception would be held at the Confederation Centre for the Arts and include an oyster bar and locally 
fished lobster caught by his childhood friend Duck.  The President’s banquet will be held Monday evening at the Delta Hotel 
and include the very entertaining East Coast fiddler named Richard Wood.  Dr. Taylor answered a few questions from 
council.   

Dr. Spafford thanked Dr. Taylor for doing the local arrangements.  He noted that Tourism PEI had done a fantastic 
job welcoming the Society including greeting the delegates at the airport and hanging banners in the downtown area.  
  
7d.   Undergraduate Education 

Dr. Fung stated that he had been actively working with this committee since 2009.  He noted that they had had their 
5th retreat in November at the University of Calgary.   He thanked Dr. Monica Hoy for organizing the day and Dr. Wayne 
Matthews for hosting the event.  Highlights included plenary sessions on assessment and the use of technology in UME as 
well as multiple interactive small group sessions on the LearnENT app design/development, creation of examination 



questions, learning objectives, and sharing of ideas for the advancement of OtoHNS in UME curricula. He updated members 
on the LearnENT app and again thanked the Society and the Fund for their generous financially support of this project. He 
stated that he would have more to report at next year’s council meeting.   There was a discussion about the name of the 
app and whether it was too late to replace ‘ENT’ with something more appropriate. Dr. Fung stated that he would take it 
under advisement.  Dr. Spafford thanked Dr. Fung for all his work on this committee.  He stated that he and his committee 
have made great strides over the past 5 years.    
  
7e.  Research Officer 

Dr. Bance reported that he continued to look for ways to operationalize this committee.  He stated that with this 
being the first year, there had not been time as yet to bring it to its full potential.  He wished to engage the greater community 
in research and build cooperation between centres.  Dr. Bance stated that he hoped to be able to announce at the opening 
plenary session of the annual meeting the goals of research collaboration that this committee hoped to create. He stated 
that he had started to develop a series of workshops with a research theme that would be held at the annual meeting each 
year.  He noted that this year’s was entitled “Statistics 101 for the busy clinician”.   In future years, he hoped to collaborate 
with the Scientific Program Chair early enough in the planning process to consider invited research speakers.  He noted 
that he had written to the Chairs of the subspecialty committees to ask how they felt the Society’s Research Committee 
could help their subspecialty to become more involved in collaborations.   

Dr. Spafford thanked Dr. Bance for his work and suggested that he spend some time at their committee meeting on 
Monday developing a set of goals for the group.  He suggested that he send a written report to interim council in November.   
A brief discussion followed.  
  
7f.  Residents’ Representative   

Dr. Graham presented her report to council.  She noted that it had been based on feedback from the residents 
through eblasts, Facebook, etc.  She reviewed the residents’ comments which included concern that annual meeting costs 
were prohibitively high for some residents when combined with the price of flights and accommodations.  She stated that a 
comparative cost for similar meetings in the US was a registration fee of $150.  It was suggested that additional grants, 
besides those presented to the Poliquin Competition participants, be offered or that there be a decrease in the resident 
registration fee.  Dr. Graham noted that it was generally felt there were not enough opportunities to foster social connections 
between residents across the country.   As a result, she reported that at next year’s annual meeting they would be organizing 
a social event for all residents on the Saturday evening.    In addition, a resident Facebook page had been created which 
allowed residents to do things like try and find roommates for the national meeting, organize dinners/social events for 
international meetings, etc.    Dr. Graham reported that the residents would like a more transparent process for the selection 
of the resident representative to Council.  She suggested that applications be solicited and an online vote used to select the 
best candidate.  She stated that this might encourage more residents to get involved with the Society.  Dr. Graham also 
discussed a more defined role for the resident rep within the CSO.  A general discussion followed.   Dr. Spafford stated that 
Medtronic Canada usually held a social night for the residents so that it might be worthwhile for Dr. Graham to get in touch 
with them regarding their social event.  Council considered the fee for residents and medical students to attend the annual 
meeting.  It was noted that the resident registration fee includes the cost of the AGM’s social activities and all food/beverage.  
It was a way of making sure everyone at the meeting felt included.  A suggestion was made that the resident fee be 50% of 
the active fee.  Dr. Kozak stated that many of the programs across the country pay for their residents to attend if they were 
presenting at the meeting.  He further noted that he felt strongly that the all-inclusive fee remain in place so that everyone 
could be included in all the events.   Again, it was mentioned that most programs funded their residents to attend the annual 
meeting.  Dr. Graham stated that she had heard from at least one Quebec resident that informed her that they could not 
attend because of cost.  There was also a discussion about the best way to communicate with the residents.     
  
7g.  Fellowship Committee    

Dr. O’Connell noted that this was his first year as Fellowship Committee Chair.  He stated that the main role of this 
committee was to solicit and vet applications for the Canadian Fellowship grant program and that they had received only 6 
applications this year, which he felt was a low number.  Dr. Uwiera reported that between 6 and 10 applications were the 
usual rate, even though there were more individuals planning to do fellowships.  It was agreed that it seemed odd that there 
were so few applicants for two, $25,000 grants.  Dr. O’Connell reported that after making some inquiries, there appeared to 
be some misinformation about who could apply for the award.  It was thought that funded fellowship and those doing a US 
fellowship would not qualify for the program.  Other feedback that he had received included that the application process 
was somewhat clumsy.  He noted that he planned to work on an online submission program, similar to that used for the 
annual meeting abstracts.    Dr. O’Connell reviewed where this year’s Canadian Fellowship grant submissions had come 
from and how they were vetted.  He stated that the 2 winners selected were Dr. Blair Williams (Dalhousie University) and 
Dr. Han Zhang (University of Alberta).    He also discussed a plan to try and enhance the profile of this program by doing a 
“Where are They Now” update of past fellowship recipients.    
  
 
7h.  Proposal for a New Award    



Dr. O’Connell stated that he would like to create a private fund in memory of his mother, Dr. Elena O’Connell, to 
either supplement fellowship funding or support global outreach.  He noted that he was still discussing this with his family 
and that they were leaning toward supporting outreach.  He said that the award would be in the amount of $10,000 per year.  
He informed Council that the legal aspects of this needed to be worked out and he asked whether Council supported the 
endeavor and what would be required to move forward with this action.  Dr. Spafford thanked Dr. O’Connell for this wonderful 
gesture.  He stated that in terms of logistics, Dr. O’Connell should communicate with Dr. Brian Westerberg, the COHNS 
Fund’s President, on how best to set things up as this type of program would have to be administered through the Fund.    
  
7i.  IFOS 2021 World Congress Bid  
  Dr. Westerberg reported that he had been working with MCI (the professional conference organizer) and Vancouver 
Tourism to set up a site visit on September 15 & 16, for several members of the IFOS executive.  This was a mandatory 
inspection of a candidate city by IFOS to ensure that everything met their requirements.  He noted that he, Drs. Kozak and 
Morrison planned to attend, but that he felt several additional individuals from the Society should also be in attendance, 
including Drs. Taylor, Brown and Osler as well as Donna Humphrey.   Dr. Westerberg talked about the promotion of the bid 
and how they could use the budgeted funds to best advantage. He stated that he felt the best way would be to target the 
voting representatives of IFOS.   He explained how voting took place and that there was a list of key individuals from each 
country on the IFOS website.  He stated that he hoped that Council as well as other Society members would reach out to 
those individuals on the list that they knew and encourage them to promote Canada as the next country to host the 2021 
World Congress.  He noted that there were promotional materials available including a PowerPoint slide highlighting 
Vancouver as a bid city as well as a 2-page electronic flyer that included a message from the Society.     Dr. Westerberg 
listed the other candidate cities:  Buenos Aries, Argentina, Marrakech Morocco, Yokohama, Japan and Dubai, UAE.   There 
was a discussion about Paris 2017.  He stated that the more Society members who attended the IFOS world congress in 
Paris (June 24-28, 2017), the better it would be.   There was a discussion about the budget.  Dr. Westerberg noted that to 
date, the Society had not paid anything toward the bid but that they were obligated to cover travel costs for the 3 IFOS 
executive members plus their spouses to come to Vancouver for the site visit in September. It was noted that the IFOS 
individuals would most likely request business class travel.   In addition, he would have to attend the Paris meeting in 2017.    
Dr. Westerberg stated that he felt Canada had a strong bid and a good chance of being selected as the congress had never 
been in Canada and had not been in North America since the 1980’s.  As well, Vancouver was an excellent location to hold 
such a world meeting with an outstanding conference centre, hotels, and great tourist-type activities available.  It was 
accessible by air, had good public transportation and was considered a clean, safe city.  Dr. Westerberg answered questions 
from council members.     
  
7j.  CPD Committee   

Dr. Osler reported that the membership of this committee had changed.   It now was composed of the university 
CPD representatives, plus the Scientific Program Chair, 2nd VP elect, community representative and a member-at-large.   
She stated that they had met yesterday and appeared to be a very engaged group.  She stated that the vision for this 
committee was to create more novel CPD/CME content to increase value for membership.  She explained that they planned 
to meet once in person (at the time of the AGM) and once by telephone conference in the Fall.     Dr. Osler spoke about 
medicine moving towards a competency based system, with the goal of the Royal College to implement this framework by 
2020.  She noted that they were being very thoughtful in making sure that competency aligned with the specialty and that 
more emphasis be placed on assessment and feedback as well as using that feedback to guide and inform.  She noted that 
there was also discussion about whether there should be competencies that transects all the specialties.     

Dr. Osler stated that she had included in her report a summary of member participation in CPD activities in 2013 
and 2014.  She reviewed this information.  She also talked about the credit cycle noting that all new cycles staring on /after 
January 1st, 2014 will need to earn a minimum of 25 credits in each of sections 1, 2 and 3.   In conjunction with Dr. Rotenberg, 
the Scientific Program Chair, the Charlottetown meeting was offering the membership ways to earn not only section 1 credits 
but section 2 and 3 credits as well.   On Saturday, a safety simulation course had been organized where participants could 
earn 10.5 credits in section 3.  She noted that there was no extra registration fee for this program. She asked that members 
please promote it.     

There was discussion about the PLP (personal learning project) template in her report.  She explained what a PLP 
was and reviewed how to use the template to earn 2 credits/hour in section 2.  She noted that this was a way for members 
to earn section 2 credits at the various satellite symposia in Charlottetown.  The template was available for download in 
French and English from the Society’s website.   Dr. Osler stated that the committee hoped to evaluate the response.    

Dr. Osler answered questions from council.  They discussed future plans to bring novel CPD activities (particularly 
for sections 2 and 3) to the membership as well as seek out and post online CPD activities, and in conjunction with the 
Scientific Program Chair, contribute more to the scientific program of the Annual Meeting.   She stated that if anyone had 
any ideas or things they would like to see developed to please contact her.   

Dr. Osler reviewed accreditation activities.  She noted that she continued to receive applications for accrediting 
section 1 events and had reviewed 7 applications since last year’s council meeting, 6 of which were approved. The one that 
was not been approved had been an inquiry from industry regarding accreditation for an event that did not meet the 
requirements. She accredited 1 section 3 event application: the Simulation Symposium presented at the Charlottetown 
annual meeting.   



Dr. Spafford thanked Dr. Osler for her hard work as CPD Chair.  He noted that this certainly added value to 
membership in the Society.    
  

MOTION #14  
It was moved by Dr. Lea, seconded by Dr. Samaha  
THAT THE REPORT OF THE CPD CHAIR BE ACCEPTED.  CARRIED  

  
7k.    e-Editor   

Dr. Brandt thanked the Society for giving him the opportunity to serve as the e-Editor.  He thanked Donna Humphrey 
for her help throughout the year.  He asked council how much effort they would like to see with respect to promoting the 
Society on social media.  He asked whether they felt it would be worth the time and effort to have an increased presence 
on media like Facebook, Twitter, etc.  It was noted that the Society did have a Facebook page and did tweet out Journal 
information as well as information about the annual meeting.  It was agreed that in order to generate any momentum it has 
to be used regularly and the question was whether that was worthwhile.  It was concluded that there was not a lot of interest 
in ramping up social media content or increasing website content for the general public.  It was suggested that implementing 
something like a journal club with live, online discussion might be of interest to the members.   Dr. Brandt stated that it would 
be worthwhile increasing subspecialty content on the website as well.  He explained that this would increase the Society’s 
scope on the various search engines so that when individuals searched for things like oral cancer, head and neck cancer, 
etc., the Society’s name would appear.   Dr. Samaha suggested that posting “How To” videos on the website would be 
valuable for the members.  Dr. Osler asked whether it would be possible to video some of the annual meeting sessions and 
use them as pod casts.  It was noted that they would need to be scrutinized for content as well as things like patient identity.   
A general discussion followed.  
  
7l.  Global Health Committee   

Dr. Osler noted that her report had been pre-circulated with the agenda.  She noted that this committee would be 
presenting a workshop at the Charlottetown meeting entitled “Know Before You Go: What You Need to Know Before, During, 
and After a Global Surgery Trip”. She reported that individuals who participated in outreach programs (Drs. 
Westerberg/Osler Uganda, Dr. Sowerby Guyana, Dr. DiToppa, Equador) had posted their reports on the Society’s website. 

Dr. Osler stated that the second attachment of her report was a request to join the Canadian Network for 
International Surgery (CNIS). The annual fee is $1,000 CAD for which the Society would receive a charitable tax receipt for 
the full amount of the membership fee. Dr. Osler explained that CNIS is a not-for-profit organization that promotes and 
supports work done by Canadians in the delivery of adequate healthcare and essential surgical care to underprivileged 
people in low-income countries (LIC). She noted that the benefit to the Society would be to raise the profile of Canadians 
who are doing this kind of work abroad.  CNIS have partnerships with different universities’ international outreach sections 
as well as organization such as the Canadian Association of General Surgery, and Society of Obstetricians and 
Gynecologists of Canada.  Dr. Osler explained that there were two ways to join, as an individual and as an organization.   
The reason to join as an association would be to raise the profile of the CSO among the stakeholders of CNIS.   After further 
discussion, it was agreed to defer decision on this to interim council meeting in November. 
  

MOTION #15  
It was moved by Dr. Kozak, seconded by Dr. Corsten  
THAT THE REPORT OF THE GLOBAL HEALTH COMMITTEE BE ACCEPTED.  CARRIED  

  
8.  CORRESPONDENCE & OTHER BUSINESS  
8a.  Special Interest Meetings at the AGM 

Dr. Spafford stated that during their last executive meeting they had discussed the proliferation of special interest 
group meetings and where to schedule them during the annual meetings.  He noted that they had agreed that these 
meetings should not interfere with the exhibitor lunches or symposia events.  Council considered the matter and agreed 
that as many as possible should be scheduled on the Saturday.  There was mention of trying to combine some of the 
groups.  It was agreed that the women-in-otolaryngology luncheon should be moved to Tuesday.  
  

MOTION #16  
It was moved by Dr. Uwiera, seconded by Dr. Wright  
THAT THE MEETINGS OF THE SUBSPECIALTY AND SPECIAL INTEREST GROUPS MUST BE 
SCHEDULED OUTSIDE OF THE ANNUAL MEETING PROGRAM AND SYMPOSIA EVENTS.          CARRIED  

  
8b.  2017 Annual Meeting – TCU Place/Delta Hotel, June 10-13, 2016, Saskatoon, SK  
 Dr. Spafford reported on the plans for the annual meeting in Saskatoon next year.  Dr. Taylor stated that he had 
not yet decided on a theme for the scientific program.  They answered a few questions from Council.    
 
9.  REPORTS OF THE REGIONAL REPRESENTATIVES   



Dr. Spafford thanked all the regional representatives for submitting their annual reports.  He recommended that 
council review them as they were very informative.    
  
10.  REPORT OF THE NOMINATING COMMITTEE 

Dr. Corsten presented the report of the Nominating Committee in which the following names were proposed for 
council and committee positions:  
  

Council   
2nd Vice-President-Elect – Dr. Ian Witterick, Toronto, ON  
Treasurer – Dr. John Yoo, London, ON   
Regional Representative for British Columbia – Dr. Jane Lea, Vancouver, BC   
Regional Representative for Saskatchewan – Dr. Anil Sharma, Saskatoon, SK    
Regional Representative for Quebec – Dr. Lily Nguyen, Montreal, QC   
Regional Representative for New Brunswick – Dr. Greg Thompson, Fredericton, NB   
Regional Representative for Prince Edward Island – Dr. Alfredo Campos, Summerside, PE   
Regional Representative for Newfoundland and Labrador – Dr. Doug Angel, St. John’s, NL    
 
Committee Chairs    
2017 Local Arrangements – Saskatoon Annual Meeting – Dr. Peter Spafford, Saskatoon, SK   
COACH Chair – Dr. Ian Witterick, Toronto, ON   
E-Editor – Dr. Laurie McLean, Ottawa, ON   
Historian – Dr. David Cote, Edmonton, AB   
Physician Resources – Dr. Yvonne Chan, Toronto, ON     

 
MOTION #17   
It was moved by Dr. Wright, seconded by Dr. Uwiera   
THAT THE REPORT OF THE NOMINATING COMMITTEE BE ACCEPTED.  CARRIED  

  
Automatic Replacements 
Nominating /Ethics/Long Range Planning Committees Chair – Dr. Peter Spafford, Saskatoon, SK  
Business Relations Chair – Dr. Peter Spafford, Saskatoon, SK  

   
Dr. Spafford thanked everyone for their volunteerism, and commitment to the specialty.  He thanked Donna 

Humphrey for all her work over the years.  
  

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned.   
 


