
 
MINUTES of the COUNCIL MEETING of the 

CANADIAN SOCIETY OF OTOLARYNGOLOGY-HEAD AND NECK SURGERY 

held on SATURDAY, June 6, 2015 at the RBC CONVENTION CENTRE, WINNIPEG 

 

The council meeting was brought to order at 07:30, by the President, Dr. Marty Corsten.    

 

THOSE IN ATTENDANCE 

Dr. M. Corsten (President) Dr. M. Brandt  Dr. A. Campos  Dr. S. Daniel  Dr. H. El-Hakim  

Dr. P. Gullane   Dr. R. Hart   Dr. J. Jones  Dr. N. Shoman  Dr. P. Spafford  

Dr. J. Tibbo   Dr. M. Samaha               Dr. M. Taylor   Dr. G. Thompson  Dr. T. Uwiera  

Dr. I. Witterick  Dr. E. Wright   Dr. A. Zeitouni   

 

BY INVITATION 

Dr. M. Bance  Dr. K. Fung  Dr. F. Kozak                             Dr. W. Matthews                 Dr. G. Osler  

Dr. H. Seikaly  Dr. A. Tan    Dr. J.P. Vaccani                        Dr. B. Westerberg                 Dr. J. Yoo   

D. Humphrey (National Office)  

 

Dr. Corsten welcomed everyone to the 69th Annual Meeting in Winnipeg, Manitoba.  He outlined the new annual meeting format and explained why changes were 

initiated.      

 

1. MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETINGS 

 Dr. Corsten presented minutes of the last meetings for acceptance.  He asked if there were any issues or corrections.  None were noted.  He gave a 

brief explanation of what happened at the Special Directors’ meeting that immediately followed the business meeting last year.   

  

MOTION #1 

It was moved by Dr. Samaha and seconded by Dr. Seikaly 

THAT THE MINUTES OF THE COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON MAY 10, 2014 IN OTTAWA BE ACCEPTED.   CARRIED 

 

MOTION #2 

It was moved by Dr. Zeitouni and seconded by Dr. Daniel 

THAT THE MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL BUSINESS MEETING HELD ON MAY 13, 2014 IN OTTAWA BE ACCEPTED.     CARRIED 

 

MOTION #3 

It was moved by Dr. Uwiera, seconded by Dr. Gullane 

THAT THE MINUTES OF THE SPECIAL DIRECTORS’ MEETING HELD ON MAY 13, 2015 IN OTTAWA BE ACCEPTED.  CARRIED  

 

MOTION #4 

It was moved by Dr. Daniel and seconded by Dr. Gullane 

THAT THE MINUTES OF THE INTERIM COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON NOVEMBER 22, 2014 IN TORONTO BE ACCEPTED. CARRIED 

 

2. BUSINESS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES 

 Dr. Corsten reported that all business arising from the last minutes would be dealt with at the appropriate time on the agenda.  

 

3a. REPORT OF THE PRESIDENT 

 Dr. Corsten stated that it was a great honour and privilege to be the President of the Society.  He thanked his predecessor, Dr. Gullane for his 

leadership.   

He talked about the Winnipeg annual meeting, noting that the theme of the conference was “Taking care of your patients and yourself:  Work / life 

balance”.    He thanked Drs. Osler and Kerr for all their hard work as the meeting’s local arrangements co-chairs.  He briefly reviewed the evening social events, 

outlined the topics for the pre-convention courses and Saturday morning program, and spoke about what was planned for the general scientific program.   He 

briefly discussed their success regarding the solicitation of corporate sponsorship for the meeting.  There was a discussion concerning how sponsors were 

managed and whether there were ways of making a Journal sponsorship more enticing.   Dr. Corsten encouraged the members present to attend the satellite 

symposia and to encourage their residents and colleagues to do so as well.   There was a brief discussion about how best to manage all the special interest group 

meetings. 

 

MOTION #5 

It was moved by Dr. Daniel and seconded by Dr. Matthews 

THAT THE REPORT OF THE PRESIDENT BE ACCEPTED. CARRIED 

 

3b. REPORT OF THE PAST PRESIDENT 

 Dr. Gullane stated that the Ottawa annual meeting last year had been a great success both scientifically ad socially.  He thanked all the people who 

worked hard to make it so.   

 He reviewed the position statement on HPV vaccination for males that he hoped would be approved by Council and at the general business meeting 

on Tuesday.  He reviewed background material, emphasizing that this type of preventative action was absolutely necessary and that the Society should be a 

leader in this undertaking.  A discussion followed where Dr. Gullane answered members’ questions.  It was agreed that the Society would support this policy.   
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MOTION #6 

 It was moved by Dr. Gullane, seconded by Dr. Wright  

THAT THE FOLLOWING POSITION STATEMENT BE ACCEPTED:  “Recognizing that human papillomavirus (HPV) is the most common 

sexually transmitted infection in men and women and that males suffer from the consequences of being infected with HPV, the CSOHNS 

calls on the Canadian Government to fund HPV vaccination programs for boys and men.” CARRIED 

 

4. REPORT OF THE SECRETARY 

Dr. Uwiera talked about future annual meetings: 2016 – Charlottetown, 2017 – Saskatoon, 2018 – Quebec City, 2019 – Edmonton.  She noted that 

tentatively, Halifax is being considered for 2020, Kelowna for 2021 and Montreal for 2022.  She stated that the COHNS Fund has agreed to support two $25,000 

scholarships for the Canadian Fellowship program and noted that the 2 recipients would be announced at the business meeting on Tuesday.     She thanked the 

regional representatives for their reports and made note of the increased number of submissions.  She thanked them for their work.  She briefly touched on 

manpower issues, and the possible fragmentation of the specialty into subspecialty groups.    

 There was a discussion about future Society endeavors.  Dr. Uwiera stated that in order to clearly separate payment of the membership fee from the 

AGM registration fee, they were planning to send out the 2016 dues notice in either late October or early November.    Dr. Uwiera talked about simplifying the 

GST/HST on the dues invoice.  Currently, because the tax rate varied from province to province, members paid different totals.  She recommended that the 

GST/HST be blended so that everyone paid the same rate each year.  This would mean that those who currently paid less tax would pay slightly more and those 

who paid more tax would pay slightly less. Council agreed that this was a good idea.   

 There was a discussion about why some otolaryngologists in Canada were not members of the Society.  Dr. Uwiera stated that from a financial 

perspective there was no incentive to pay membership fees when it was less expensive to attend the AGM as a non-member rather than attend as a member and 

pay your annual dues.  She suggested that non-member registration be at least a token amount more than the combination.  A number of suggestions were 

considered to try and increase participation in the Society by residents and Quebec otolaryngologists.  Ideas included giving PGY4’s free registration to the AGM, 

providing more online CME/CPD content for the members, establishing a closer relationship with the Quebec ORL association, the development of a bilingual 

website and including more Quebec representation at Council in the form of a Francophone-member-at-large.  It was also suggested that there be more 

advertisement of the financial benefit received by active members who submit to the Journal as the first or senior author.  

 Dr. Corsten talked about the death of Dr. Robert Rae from Saint John’s, New Brunswick.  Dr. Rae was a past CSO President and a long–time advocate 

for the Society.  A moment of silence was observed.  .         

  

MOTION #7 

It was moved by Dr. Hart, seconded by Dr. Daniel 

THAT THE REPORT OF THE SECRETARY BE ACCEPTED.  CARRIED 

 

5. REPORT OF THE TREASURER 

Dr. Daniel stated that his report, along with the Society’s year-end statements, had been circulated.  He briefly talked about the Journal law suit, and 

the GST/HST audit.  He noted that this would be his last year as treasurer and thanked all the presidents he had served and Donna Humphrey for her support and 

assistance over his term of office.  He also acknowledged Dr. Kozak for his work as scientific program chair and Drs. Seikaly and Wright, the coeditors of the 

Journal for bring added value to membership.    Dr. Gullane thanked Dr. Daniel for his contributions as treasurer and in particular, for his leadership during the 

Revenue Canada’s audit.   

Dr. Daniel stated that he did not see any financial risks on the horizon.  He noted that he felt it was important to do some strategic planning to keep 

people interested in membership, to keep the good volunteers engaged and to involve more youth in the Society.  He stated that he also felt it was important to 

the overall health of the Society to have regional representation on council from across the country.  There was a brief discussion about the role of sponsorship 

and the membership fee.   

 

MOTION #8 

It was moved by Dr. Kozak, seconded by Dr. Osler 

THAT THE REPORT OF THE TREASURER BE ACCEPTED.  CARRIED 

 

6. REPORT OF THE JOURNAL OF OTOLARYNGOLOGY-HEAD AND NECK SURGERY 

 Dr. Wright reviewed the publishing statistics for the Journal including the number of papers submitted / published.  He talked about overall access of 

the Journal as well as which papers received the most traffic.  He noted that Dr. Brian Blakley would be stepping down as associate editor of Otology/Neurotology 

after 8 years and that Dr. Brian Westerberg would be taking his place.   

 Dr. Seikaly spoke about BioMed Central’s website and the transition to a more efficient manuscript management system.  He thanked the Society for 

not only covering the cost of publishing the Poliquin papers but also including those from active members who were either the first or senior author.   He stated 

that they were starting to see some growth and were in a good position to move forward. He talked about the new Journal app that was now available for 

download.  He thanked Dr. Scott Kohlert for initiating this idea and doing much of the developmental work.  There was a general discussion about Dr. Kohlert and 

all the work he has done on behalf of the Society.  It was decided that Council would present him with a new award called the President’s Citation along with a 

$5,000 cheque in recognition of all he has done for the CSOHNS.    Dr. Kozak stated the he would acknowledge Dr. Kohlert at the AGM plenary session.   

Once again, Dr. Seikaly thanked the Society for supporting the Journal over the years, including its transition to open-access publishing.  Dr. Daniel 

thanked Drs. Wright and Seikaly for all their commitment to the Journal.  There was a brief discussion.  Dr. Wright noted that the Journal’s latest impact factor 

would be available for interim Council meeting in November.  

 

MOTION #9 

 It was moved by Dr. Daniel, seconded by Dr. Witterick 

 THAT THE REPORT OF THE COEDITORS BE ACCEPTED.     CARRIED   
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7. REPORTS OF STANDING AND SPECIAL COMMITTEES 

 

7a. Awards Committee 
  

Dr. Yoo stated that his written report had been pre-circulated to council.  He talked about the Poliquin Competition and thanked the judges for their 

participation.  He noted that for the 2015 AGM there had been 21 submissions from which 14 had been selected for podium presentations.     He noted that 7 

programs had not provided any submissions and encouraged all schools to participate.   

With respect to the Poster Competition, Dr. Yoo stated that 10 finalists had been selected and that their work would be judged at lunch time on 

Monday, June 8.    There had been no Hodge submissions this year and 1 successful nomination for the CSOHNS Award for Educational Excellence.   

There was a discussion about the Poliquin Competition.  Dr. Yoo stated that it was distressing to see only 6 programs participating when there should 

be a submission from every department.  Suggestions were made on how best to encourage participation including adding this matter to the Program Directors’ 

upcoming meeting agenda.  The idea of offering a spot for every school was debated.  After due consideration, it was agreed to leave this matter to the new 

awards committee chair to manage.      

 

MOTION #10 

It was moved by Dr. Zeitouni and seconded by Dr. Witterick 

THAT THE REPORT OF THE AWARDS COMMITTEE CHAIR BE ACCEPTED. CARRIED 

  

7b.  Bylaws Committee 

Dr. Yoo stated that he had nothing new to report with respect to the Society’s rules and bylaws.  Dr. Corsten once again thanked Dr. Yoo for all the 

work he had done last year to guide the Society through the required bylaws revision. 

 

7c.  COACH 

Dr. Yoo stated that there was nothing to report. 

 

7d. Canadian Otolaryngology Head and Neck Surgery Fund 
  

Dr. Taylor updated council on the Fund.  He stated that they had full funding for two 2015 Fellowship Awards and thanked Takeda Canada and Ethicon 

Surgical Care for donating $25,000 each to the program.  Dr. Taylor reported that there was almost $1 million in investments and gave a brief financial history of 

the Fund.  He reported that the membership continued to support the Fund to an average of $20,000 - $25,000 per year.  There was a discussion about the 

transfer of the Fund’s investments to MD Management from Heward Investments.  Dr. Taylor gave an explanation for the change. He reviewed the nature of those 

investments noting that they were in a 60 / 40 split of equities, bonds and cash, and that currently, the portfolio was very Canadian-centered.  He stated that it was 

tempting to look at US or international companies as they were giving a better return at the moment.  A brief discussion followed.   Dr. Taylor reviewed the current 

fundraisers in place, including the lab coats and pen / pen & pencil sets.  It was noted that profits from these activties were small. 

Dr. Taylor stated that he would be stepping down as president and that Dr. Brian Westerberg had been elected to replace him.  Dr. Corsten thanked 

Dr. Taylor for the outstanding job he had done as leader of the Fund.    Dr. Taylor stated that he very much enjoyed being involved with this group.   

 

MOTION #11 

It was moved by Dr. Hart and seconded by Dr. Jones 

THAT THE REPORT OF THE PRESIDENT OF THE FUND BE ACCEPTED.   CARRIED 

 

7e. 2015 Convention, Winnipeg  
  

Scientific Program 

Dr. Kozak stated that this would be his last report a scientific program chair and the last year he would have to “ring the bell” at the AGM.  He stated 

that he very much enjoyed his time as this committee’s chair.  He thanked Donna Humphrey for her support over his 4-year term and stated that because of the 

nature of the job, his recommendation would be that the position’s term be no longer than 3 years.  Council members congratulated and thanked Dr. Kozak for 

doing excellent work.  A discussion followed.  It was recommended that the CPD Committee Chair be part of the scientific program planning process.  Dr. Kozak 

stated that it would be helpful for planning purposes if the scientific program chair could do an AGM site visit.   

 

MOTION #12 

It was moved by Dr. Daniel and seconded by Dr. Taylor 

THAT THE TERM OF OFFICE FOR THE SCIENTIFIC PROGRAM CHAIR BE 3 YEARS STARTING IN 2015.       CARRIED 

  
 Dr. Kozak reported on the 2015 scientific program, stating that 41 workshops, 60 podium, 81 poster and 10 plenary sessions would be presented this 

year.  He noted that there would be four “Celebrating Our Own” presentations as well as one “Lifetime Achievement Award” presentation.  Dr. Kozak informed 

members that a new version of the CSOHNS meeting app was available for download and that “Top Hat” response system would be available for those who 

wished to use this function at their workshop.    He noted that this year the program had been extended an extra half day on Saturday.  There was a discussion 

about what best to do with this extended time.   

 

MOTION #13 

It was moved by Dr. Wright and seconded by Dr. Seikaly 

THAT THE REPORT OF THE SCIENTIFIC PROGRAM CHAIR BE ACCEPTED.       CARRIED 

 

 Social Program 

 Dr. Osler presented a summary of the social program for the Winnipeg meeting.  She stated that Saturday morning sessions had been organized for 

the delegates and their spouses and included topics such as wellness and financial planning.  She talked about the details for the Council dinner, President’s 
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banquet and welcoming reception.  She noted that at the President’s banquet a media wall as well as a photo booth would be available for picture taking.   She 

reviewed the details of the spouses’ program.  Dr. Corsten thanked Dr. Osler and Dr. Kerr for taking on the job of local arrangements for the Winnipeg meeting.    

Council members took a break and moved upstairs to thank MD Management for hosting the financial session.   

 

MOTION #14 

It was moved by Dr. Daniel and seconded by Dr. Taylor 

THAT THE REPORT OF THE LOCAL ARRANGEMENTS CO-CHAIRS BE ACCEPTED.       CARRIED 

 

7f. E-Editor 

Dr. Brandt presented his report to Council.  He stated that he had vetted and approved 9 surveys for circulation this year.  He discussed mobile access 

of the website, noting that currently there was a mobile-friendly version available.  However, he stated that an argument could be made for a stand-alone app for 

the website.  A discussion followed.  It was noted that such a responsive platform would be expensive to develop.  The comment was made that the website was 

the public face of otolaryngology in Canada so that the cost should be weighed against the necessity to stay current and be proactive with this type of technology.  

It was agreed that before anything could be done, a quote on the cost of such a project was required.   

There was a discussion about boosting website content for both the members and general public.  Dr. Brandt stated that he hoped to contact the 

Departmental Chairs and Program Directors for news and updates to post of the website.    

The pros / cons of corporate advertising on the website were debated.   It was agreed that it would not be appropriate for ads to appear in the CPD 

sections of the site.  Dr. Daniel stated that there would have to be a template developed as to what kind of advertisement would be allowed, where on the website 

it would go, how much it would cost, etc.  It was noted that this could be a way to make the website self-sustaining and give it an annual budget for future 

development like making it bilingual.  Dr. Corsten commented that there were good arguments for and against having advertising on the website and that this 

would not be an easy decision to make.  Dr. Wright stated that after doing a quick search of other specialty society websites, none appeared to carry corporate 

ads.  He stated that it was a matter of credibility.  It was noted that the goals of the website need to be defined and how advertising, in general, would fit into those 

objectives.    The idea of member versus non-member section was considered and it was suggested that sponsorship advertising could be added to the member’ 

only pages of the website.  Dr. Corsten summarized the discussion by stating that the Society should do the updates to the website as needed and that the other 

discussion with respect to advertising should be tabled for the time being. 

   

MOTION #15 

It was moved by Dr. Witterick and seconded by Dr. Uwiera 

THAT THE REPORT OF THE E-EDITOR BE ACCEPTED. CARRIED 

 

7g. CPD/CME Committee  
  

 Dr. Tan stated that this was his last report as the CPD committee’s chair.  He noted that Dr. Osler would be taking over the position.  He thanked 

Donna for all her help over his term.  He spoke about the accreditation process they had gone through last year and noted that they had been given full accreditor 

status until 2018.  He stated that they review between 8 to 10 CME programs per year.  He briefly spoke about the move to competency-based CPD.  He asked 

Dr. Osler to speak on this topic.   

Dr. Osler informed members about the Royal College’s shift in professional development to a competency-based CPD system.  She reviewed plans for 

each stage of the planning:  1) strategic planning, 2) development of CB CPD, 3) strategic consultation and 4) execution.    She noted that the Royal College was 

currently in the first stage of development, looking for feedback from all the various stakeholders.   In that regard, she noted that the common theme had been that 

no one wished to go the recertification route.  She stated that they hope to implement CB CPD by 2019.   

Dr. Osler reviewed the important role of the national specialty societies in this process and in the establishment of the various goals and milestones. 

She informed Council that the CSOHNS was part of the pilot program for CBME.   She spoke about the need to consider scope of practice, i.e., the natural 

changes that occur in the life of every individual’s career, and gave some examples.  Dr. Osler suggested that the Society invite a Royal College speaker to next 

year’s AGM to speak on CBME and the changes to MOC credits.  She briefly spoke about MOC’s three sections (Group Learning, Self Learning and Self-

Assessment).  She noted that by January, 2019, individuals would be required to have earned 25 credits in each of the 3 categories (5-year cycle).   

 Dr. Osler talked about developing more opportunities for the membership to earn section 2 credits by posting resources on the Society’s website (e.g. 

podcasts, online cases, etc.).  She stated that regarding the assessment section, offering more workshops or courses where section 3 credits would apply at the 

AGM would be of benefit to the membership (e.g. simulation symposia).   There was a discussion about what educational activities qualify for section 1, 2 and 3.  

Dr. Osler stated that with the advent of CB CPD as well as the changes re section categories, the CPD committee would have to become more active in the 

coming years.  She stated that she hoped to use the website to explain to members how they can translate their various activities into CPD credits.   

 Dr. Osler report that at the last meeting of the CPD Committee a recommendation had been made to change the membership of the committee from 

provincial representatives to CPD representatives from the various Canadian university programs plus add a community member and a member-at-large.  The 2nd 

VP Elect, and Scientific Program Chair would remain as members.   She stated that one of the reason the committee felt it was a good change is that it would 

engage those members who currently were not part of council.  A discussion followed.    

   Dr. Daniel congratulated and thanked Dr. Tan for his service to the Society.  He thanked Donna for her support during the accreditation process and 

Dr. Osler for bring these new changes to the table.  He agreed that providing section 2 & 3 credits must be offered to the membership.  He stated that this would 

mean more demands on the CPD Committee to accredit these sections.  He recommended that the Society look at how to engage the country in the CPD 

process.  He stated that he would also recommend that the Society tap into the various Canadian universities’ CPD resources.  He went on to explain how time 

consuming accreditation of section 3 activities could be.  A discussion followed where Dr. Daniel answered questions from Council.   

 

MOTION #16 

It was moved by Dr. Daniel, seconded by Dr. Uwiera 

THAT THE REPORT OF THE CPD COMMITTEE BE ACCEPTED. CARRIED 
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7h. Fellowship Committee  
 

Dr. Uwiera stated that the candidates this year for the Canadian Fellowship Award were excellent.  She noted that the winners would be 

recognized at one of the upcoming plenary sessions.    

Dr. Uwiera noted that her term of office as this committee’s chair was completed.  Dr. Corsten thanked her for the great work she had done 

as this committee’s chair. 

 

MOTION #17 

It was moved by Dr. Seikaly, seconded by Dr. Daniel 

THAT THE REPORT OF THE FELLOWSHIP COMMITTEE BE ACCEPTED. CARRIED 

 

7i. Historian 

 Dr. Daniel stated that he would like to look at highlighting the Society’s history on the website.   

  

7j. Global Health 
 

 Dr. Westerberg reported that the minutes from the last 2 committee meetings had been circulated.  He informed members that Dr. Gigi Osler had been 

elected as the new chair of this committee via a new online voting system.   

 

7k. Long Range Planning 

 No report was presented. 

 

7l. Physician Resources 
 

 Dr. Vaccani presented his report to council.  He spoke about the perceived lack of positions for graduates, noting that the Royal College hosted a 

national meeting to review this issue.  At that meeting it became clear that this was an issue for almost all surgical specialties.  He stated that at the CSOHNS 

AGM in Ottawa last year a special meeting took place of all departmental chairs and program directors to discuss this matter.  A vote was taken after the meeting 

to mandate a decrease in the current number of residency spots across the country from 30 to 26.  Dr. Vaccani reported that the motion had passed by a thin 

margin to move forward with this reduction.  In November, a meeting of the specialty committee took place to discuss the transition to 26 residency spots.  Dr. 

Vaccani stated that no consensus could be reached in this regard.  He explained that the idea of rotating cuts across the country had also been considered but 

there had been no interest to doing this.  He stated that the question now was where do they go from here.  A discussion followed.  Dr. Corsten stated that they 

had already discussed this issue at length and if there was no consensus among the program directors then there was very little the Society could do in this 

regard.  It was noted the Nova Scotia and Quebec provincial governments had each mandated the cut of 1 residency slot and that Ontario was currently reviewing 

the situation.    Dr. Corsten stated that unless there was some new information to be discussed, he felt the matter should be tabled. 

 

MOTION #18 

It was moved by Dr. Taylor, seconded by Dr. Wright 

THAT THE REPORT OF THE PHYSICIAN RESOURCES COMMITTEE BE ACCEPTED. CARRIED 

 

7m. CMA Representative 

 No report was presented. 

 

7n. Research Committee 

 Dr. Bance presented his report.  He stated that this new committee required sanction by council and at the upcoming business meeting.  He talked 

about wanting to encourage research collaborations between basic scientists and clinicians, both academic and community based, as well as between the 

Society and allied non-physician and physician societies with overlapping areas of interest.  He stated that he had been reaching out to appropriate individuals to 

see who would be interested in participating in this endeavor and hoped to attend subspecialty committee meetings next year with this in mind.  He spoke about 

how he hoped to operationalize things over the next year and that he might require a small budget of $1000.   Dr. Corsten stated that he had asked Dr. Bance to 

present his report this year, noting that in order for this committee to become functional, council needed to officially vote it into existence.  He explained that the 

terms of reference had been presented to interim council in November.   A discussion followed.  Dr. Wright suggested that this committee might be a way of 

attracting new members under the affiliate category or that the Society could create a new “scientist” category of membership.  There was also mention of creating 

a research grant program through the Fund.   

 

MOTION #19 

It was moved by Dr. Wright, seconded by Dr. Brandt 

THAT THE SOCIETY CREATE THE POSITION OF RESEARCH OFFICER.  CARRIED 

 

7o. Royal College Representative 

Dr. Matthews reviewed his report for council members.  He stated that communication with Drs. Robert Miller and Randal Weber of the  ABO had been 

reopened and that there was reason for cautious optimism regarding their recognition of Royal College accrediation. He stated that he, along with Dr. Ken Harris 

of the Royal College, planned to submit an application to the ABO for this matter to be reviewed.   A brief discussion followed and it was agreed to support travel 

costs for Dr. Matthews.   

Dr. Matthews reported on the move to competency-based medical education.  He noted that the specialty committee and selected guests attended a 3-

day session in Ottawa in Novemebr to begin drafting the CBME documents for Otolaryngology – Head and Neck Surgery. He explained that the “Progression of 

Competency Requirements” document was near completion and that a second 3-day meeting in Ottawa was planned immediately following the CSOHNS 

Winnipeg conference. He stated that the progress achieved at that meeting would determine whether Oto-HNS would meet it’s target for enrolling the first CBME 

trained cohort of residents in July 2016.  A discussion followed. 
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MOTION #20 

It was moved by Dr. Jones, seconded by Dr. Brandt 

THAT THE REPORT OF THE REPRESENTATIVE TO THE ROYAL COLLEGE BE ACCEPTED.    CARRIED 

 

7p. Undergraduate Education Committee 

Dr. Fung reviewed the history of this committee and updated council on the recent activities of this group.  He stated that there was lots of enthusiasm 

about the work being done by this group and that another retreat has been organized for November 14, 2015 in Calgary.    

Dr. Fung reported on the LearnENT app.  He acknowledged Dr. Scott Kohlert who has been instrumental in its creation.  He stated that to date, 

development of its 23 modules (from 14 different institutions) had been completed on a shoestring budget.  He explained that currently, the app was on an out-of-

date IOS platform and that they were actively seeking funding to support conversion to IOS-7, android and web-based platforms, including integration with a 

Content Management System (CMS) which would keep the app sustainable.  The quote to do the conversion was $62,500.  Dr. Corsten stated that they had 

discussed the committee’s request for funding at the last executive meeting.  A number of questions arose from that discussion which has since been answered 

to the executive’s satisfaction.  It was their recommendation that half the funding requested come from the Society’s general revenues and that the other half 

come from the COHNS Fund.  A brief discussion followed. 

   

MOTION #21 

It was moved by Dr. Gullane, seconded by Dr. Spafford 

THAT THE SOCIETY PROVIDE 50% OF THE FUNDING REQUESTED BY THE UNDERGRADUATE EDUCATION COMMITTEE TO UPDATE THE 

LearnENT APP AND THAT THE COHNS FUND PROVIDE THE REMAINING 50% OF THE MONEY, WITH THE UNDERSTANDING THAT THIS 

WAS A  ONE-TIME OFFER TO HELP MAKE THE APP SELF-SUSTAINING.    CARRIED 

 

MOTION #22 

It was moved by Dr. Gullane, seconded by Dr. Jones 

THAT THE REPORT OF THE UNDERGRADUATE COMMITTEE BE ACCEPTED.     CARRIED 

 

8. CORRESPONDENCE & OTHER BUSINESS 

 

8a. 2016 Annual Meeting – PEI Convention Centre / Delta Hotel, June 11-14, 2015, Charlottetown, PEI 

 Drs. Spafford and Taylor gave their report to council.  Dr. Taylor showed a video on Charlottetown.  He noted that this would be the first time a Society 

meeting has been help in PEI.  Dr. Spafford stated that the theme would revolve around community-based otolaryngology and celebrating the general 

otolaryngologist.  They planned to use the same template as the Winnipeg meeting, organizing some general interest sessions on Saturday morning.  It was 

noted that there were direct flights from Toronto to Charlottetown at that time of year.  Dr. Taylor spoke about the Delta Hotel and stated that they had also 

reserved space at the Great George Boutique Hotel, which was a very short walk to the convention centre. It was also suggested that the Holman Grand Hotel be 

used for overflow. Dr. Taylor reviewed the social events planned for the meeting. A request was made to serve lobster during at least one of the social events.  Dr. 

Taylor noted that he would ask Dr. Michael Fong, a local otolaryngologist, to be part of the local arrangements committee.  There was a discussion about the 

scientific program and how best to tie in the generalist theme.     

  

8b. IFOS Bid for 2021 World Congress 

 Dr. Westerberg stated that he had been approached by Vancouver Tourism and MCI Group (professional meeting planners) to determine whether the 

Society would be interested in making a bid to host the IFOS World Congress in 2021.  Consequently, Vancouver Tourism and MCI made a presentation to 

interim council in November detailing what they would be willing to bring to the venture.  Dr. Westerberg stated that at the time, it had been unclear to him what 

would be required of the Society with respect to time and resources, for a bid to be successful.  He explained that since then, it had become apparent to him that 

among other things, it would be absolutely necessary for key Society people to actively lobby appropriate IFOS individuals.  He stated that this meant traveling to 

various international meetings were IFOS members would be present.  He stated that many Society members already travel to international conferences and that 

he would like to organize them to help promote the CSO bid.  In addition, he wished to ask a few key individuals to travel internationally for this purpose.  Dr. 

Westerberg requested that the Society reimburse travel expenses for those members.  He informed council that the estimated cost of such travel was $46,000 

and that this represented the total amount of money that the Society would risk trying to secure the 2021 world congress.  A general discussion followed.   

It was again noted that $46,000 would be the maximum amount of money spent with respect to the IFOS bid. Dr. Westerberg stated that Vancouver 

Tourism and MCI were working on putting together promotional materials and a logo.  Dr. Corsten explained that should the Society get the meeting, it stood to a 

substantial profit, but that it was still a gamble.  The question was whether they wanted to invest the money to try.  He stated that they all knew Vancouver was an 

excellent venue and very popular internationally. It was noted that should they be successful, the CSO AGM would be combined with the world congress that 

year.   Dr. Westerberg gave members a brief history of the Society’s past attempts at this, which had not been successful. He stated that he did not know all the 

competing countries yet, but there has been speculation that US and Russia might be considering a run.  There was a discussion about lobbying and possible 

back-room dealings required to secure the meeting.  Dr. Daniel stated that as treasurer he would support this endeavor.  The pros / cons of moving forward were 

debated.  It was agreed that this needed to be a national effort not just something that Vancouver was doing.  Dr. Westerberg stated that he planned to put 

together an organizing committee with individuals from across Canada.  He talked about a form letter he had created to send to potential sponsors to help defray 

costs.  As well, he mentioned a promotional letter that they would like to create highlighting any “firsts” in Canada.  He asked everyone to help by providing him 

with examples of Canadian firsts.  He noted that they did not necessarily have to be in OtoHNS.   It was agreed that the CSO annual meeting should take place in 

Vancouver regardless of whether the Society was successful with its bid.     

 

9. REPORTS OF THE REGIONAL REPRESENTATIVES 

 Dr. Corsten thanked all the regional representatives for submitting their annual reports.  As mentioned by Dr. Uwiera, this was the greatest number 

collected to date.  He recommended that council review them as they were very informative.   
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10. REPORTS OF THE SUBSPECIALTY REPRESENTATIVES 

 Dr. Corsten noted that only the Pediatric group submitted a report this year.   He directed council to that link for further information. 
 

11. Report of the Nominating  

Dr. Gullane presented the report of the Nominating Committee in which the following names were proposed for council and committee positions: 

 

Council 

 2nd Vice-President-Elect – Dr. Fred Kozak, Vancouver, BC 

 Treasurer-Elect – Dr. John Yoo, London, ON 

 Regional Representative for British Columbia – Dr. Don Anderson, Coquitlam, BC* 

 Regional Representative for Ontario – Dr. Vincent Lin, Toronto, ON 

 *It was noted that the BC association planned to meet on June 20  at which time an individual would be nominated to replace Dr. Anderson and that a 

name would be brought to the next meeting in Charlottetown.  Dr. Wright read the bylaw governing the election of regional representatives.   A brief discussion 

followed.   

 

Committee Chairs  

 Local Arrangements – Charlottetown Annual Meeting – Dr. Mark Taylor, Halifax, NS 

 Scientific Program – Dr. Brian Rotenberg, London, ON 

 CPD Committee – Dr. Gigi Osler, Winnipeg, MB 

 Awards – Dr. Jeffrey Harris, Edmonton, AB 

 Bylaws – Dr. Paolo Campisi, Toronto, ON 

 Global Health – Dr. Gigi Osler, Winnipeg, MB 

 Fellowship – Dr. Dan O’Connell, Edmonton, AB 

 IFOS – Dr. Brian Westerberg, Vancouver, BC 

 Resident Representative – Dr. Elise Graham, Halifax, NS 

  

MOTION #23 

 It was moved by Dr. Wright, seconded by Dr. Uwiera 

 THAT THE REPORT OF THE NOMINATING COMMITTEE BE ACCEPTED.  CARRIED 

 

Automatic Replacements: 

Nominating /Long Range Planning/Ethics Committee Chair – Dr. Martin Corsten, Milwaukee, WI 

Policy Action/Public Relations Committee Chair – Dr. Peter Spafford, Saskatoon, SK 

 

There being no other business or correspondence the meeting was adjourned. 

 

   


